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Thanks to the generosity of our donors the Trust was able to continue its support of a number of long-term projects and undertake some new initiatives. There are regular special appeals for our help.

Ongoing Projects supported by The Peter Trust in East Timor 

The Trust has again been able to provide funds (£3500pa) for the provision of two qualified nurses and a driver/mechanic to the hospital built and maintained by the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres (SPC) at Suai (a small town on the east of the south coast), and medicines for distribution at the hospital and at the several villages in the vicinity served by the Sisters. A nutrition supplement programme for over a hundred infants and the elderly is also provided at these villages every week during the time when medical examinations/treatment are carried out. 

The SPC Sisters now have a novitiate in the highland township of Railaku, 40km south of the capital Dili, where the 15 young novices are involved in the distribution nutritional supplements to over a 100 children every week. The Peter Trust is also enabling 20 students from remoter villages to attend high school in the town by meeting their tuition fees and local accommodation costs. £2200pa is provided for these several purposes.

The Trust has continued to assist in funding meals for the orphans cared for by the Dominican Sisters at the orphanages in Dili, Soibada (central mountains) and Natarbora (central south coast), and in meeting the tuition fees and accommodation expenses for the 80 students from Soibada who attend the nearest high school in Manatutu (north coast, east of Dili): £1500pa.

The work of Sisters of the Asosiasi Lemabaga Misionaris Awam - ALMA  (a religious institute dedicated to the care of disabled young people and traumatised adults) has been supported in Dili, meeting costs associated with clinical facilities, special equipment, transport, home visits, drugs etc (£2000pa) for over 50 patients.

The Trust has paid (£4125pa) for the university education of two young East Timorese students at Universities in Kupang (West Timor) and Yogykarta (Java). This academic year they each undertake their final exams (in English and International Politics respectively) and are currently busy researching for and writing their theses. 

New Projects 

Following upon the visit of the Secretary to East Timor in summer 2007 the Trustees committed funds to support the engagement of the older orphans in Dili in simple vehicle repairs (tyre/exhaust-pipe changes, basic supplies) in a roadside facility adjoining their premises (£1500). 

£2000 was donated towards the development of new premises at Salao (near to Aileu, 60km south of Dili) for the relocation of the orphans currently residing at Soibada. This new orphanage will be more accessible and so facilitate the schooling of the residents and the marketing of the livestock and crops they can raise in the surrounding more fertile land. 

£4000 was donated to furnish and equip a classroom at the parish school in Turiscai (central mountains) and to purchase a generator, computer, and printer for school and parish use.

In Oecussi, the East Timor enclave located in Indonesian West Timor, the Trust donated £1700 to pay the wages of a carpenter and plumber to complete work on an asrama (boarding house) for girls from remote villages so that they can attend high school at the coastal town of Baocnana (twenty km west of Pante Makassar).

Special Initiatives in 2008

Last Christmas £2000 was raised in a special appeal to provide domestic animals (pigs, chickens, goats, etc) for poor families. In addition to the livestock the families have been given guidance in the care of the animals and on their breeding. Besides the nutritional benefits (from eggs, milk, etc) sale of offspring is an important means of income generation. The Trustees have received detailed accounts from Railaku and Soibada, where 80 families have benefited, two of the four locations where animals have been provided. 

Sr Marylu OP writes: ‘We would like to tell you how we go about the animal dispersal [in Soibada/Natarbora]. A family cares for animals until after the third delivery of offspring, the offspring are then given to new families until after the third litter, and then the process begins again with more families. Monitoring enables income and food for as many villagers as possible’.

Fr Martin Obed Santos SJ [Railaku] writes:

‘The families chose whether to buy goats, pigs, chickens or roosters. They had to spend some of the money donated on shelter for the animals, which are bearing offspring. Some pictures have been taken. We will keep you posted. God bless you and thank you very much’.

Progress is reportedly underway in the other two districts provided with funds: Turiscai (care of the parish priest, Fr Luis) and Covalima (in the charge of the SPC). 

Following on the visit of Dili Diocesan priest Fr Domingos Soares to Leeds at Easter time a special appeal raised £2000 to meet this academic year’s costs of secondary education and special leadership training for fifteen proven committed students from across the whole territory of East Timor accommodated at the Good Samaritan Hostel in Gleno, a town in the foothills south of Dili. 

As the summer holidays approached inquiries were made into the feasibility of providing solar panels to generate electric power in remote village schools and clinics. These inquiries were very successful. The Trust has made links with the Alternative Technology Association based in Melbourne, Australia, an organisation set up some years ago to assist in power generation for people in undeveloped or developing countries. ATA technicians have already been engaged in setting up several projects in East Timor and have presented a proposal to the Trustees. If funds permit, the high school in Railaku can be equipped with panels this October, and local people trained in their maintenance. This will enable all the students (and staff) to work throughout the day and avail of technical equipment needed at secondary level, including computers etc. The overall cost of the installation will be £4250.  

Recent Appeals

The ALMA Sisters have asked for help towards the renovation and adaptation of vacant premises they have acquired in Dili that will provide secure and permanent accommodation for their own religious community, and also for their operation of their clinic - with room for short-term residency by patients in need of special care. Overall cost £12,000.

The furnishing and equipping of the Asrama in Oecussi is not yet completed – a further £3000 has been asked for by the young parish clergy who are busy setting up this facility for the accommodation of girls from the mountain villages, and their training in domestic and social skills.

The Hospital in Suai run by the SPC is expanding its work and needs to employ a laboratory technician to prepare equipment and medicines for particular treatments. The Sisters have asked if the Peter Trust can meet the technician’s wages - £1800 per year. Increase in the number of patients has led to a need for more cash to buy medicines - £1500 pa.

Although the orphanage in Soibada is to be relocated, for reasons of safety and accessibility, it has to be maintained until the new premises at Salao are ready to receive residents. The Dominican Sisters in charge have asked for £1000 to help keep the property operational for that period. Additional funds – several £1000 - are needed to adapt and extend the existing premises at Salao to accommodate the orphans and the farm equipment and animals that will enable them to be self-supporting when finally in residence.

The Current Situation in East Timor

Enclosed with this Update is a fuller description by Richard Mansfield, one of the Peter Trustees.

Below is a brief summary:

The people of East Timor remain the 4th poorest nation in the world.

They are the poorest in SE Asia. 

Currently there is social stability in the territory but this is fragile and still dependent on the continuing presence of international security forces.

Development of the national infrastructure, agriculture, industry, commerce, etc is very slow. 

The Justice system lacks trained and experienced personnel in every aspect of its processes. 

Foreign investment is hesitant because of land ownership disputes, and shortcomings in the legal processes.

Civil and national security institutions are in their infancy, receiving assistance from the UN (UNMIT – UN Integrated Mission for Timor Leste), and UN agencies such as UNICEF, UNDP etc) and from other international Governmental and Non-Governmental institutions.

High unemployment continues (especially in the capital, Dili). A very significant proportion of the population is young (1/3rd are under 21 years of age), the birth rate is high, and thousands of school leavers are added to a growing pool of unemployed each year. There is an urgent need for job creation – for example, on national infrastructure projects.

Health Services and Educational Provision remains severely limited in both material and human resources.

Although significant income is now being generated by the exploitation of the substantial mineral reserves in the Timor Sea there is a lack of appropriately skilled personnel among the East Timorese and an inadequate institutional capacity in civil society. This means that the Government is not yet able to spend as much of this income as present national needs urgently require.

Continuing impoverishment has given rise to social unrest, now precariously under control, and this in turn has also discouraged foreign investment.

Severe poverty is likely to continue into the next generation.

The young head of a family holds one of the pigs bought with Peter Trust funds 
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Many thanks to all donors to this Special Christmas 2007 Appeal, and to all our Friends and Supporters whose generosity is enabling an increasing number of projects in health care, education, income generation, technical and leadership training to be established and maintained in East Timor. The need for your assistance continues to be very great.
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